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PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEMS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed 
time of a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.45 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the Premier for broken transport promises including Metro Area Express 
light rail, airport rail and the Ellenbrook bus rapid transit system. 

What we see before us is a divided, dysfunctional and dishonest government. Every single day — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, we have to try to make some headway. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As I said, this government is divided, dysfunctional and dishonest. Every day we see a 
greater shambles in its administration of the state. One thing we can rely upon is that, whatever the government 
says, its word will be broken. That is what today’s matter of public importance is about—a government that 
breaks its word on the most fundamental of promises that it made at the election and upon which it was elected; 
and members opposite know it. The government broke fundamental promises that the last state election was 
fought upon. I note there is someone in the government who can tell the truth. There is one member of the 
government who can tell the truth—it is true! 

Mr R.H. Cook: Who is that? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am looking at the member for Hillarys. I want to read this to the house because this is 
about truthfulness and honesty. I turned on my television on Friday night and there was the member for Hillarys. 
He said things like this, which I will read out to the house because I think it juxtaposes the honesty of one 
member of the government with the Premier, who broke all the promises he made to the people of this state at 
the last state election. The member for Hillarys said this — 

Now I don’t care what Colin Barnett does, he can do what he likes. I think its time he went, yeah. But 
because the latest polls show that, I think hes become a liability to the party. 

Earlier in the interview he said — 
… he’s not exactly flavour of the month and he may be becoming a liability to the Liberal Party, so it is 
time for a change … Do you realise Andrew that the interest on our state debt is $1.4b dollars a year. 
That’s more than we spend on our police force, and that’s going north every single day and it will do for 
the next ten years. 

In conclusion, the member for Hillarys said — 

You have a one man band running the state at the moment. 

That is what the member for Hillarys had to say about the Premier of Western Australia. The member is in fact 
the equal second most senior member of this house. The equal second most senior member of the government in 
this place had that to say about his own Premier! What does the government do when someone is prepared to tell 
the truth? It rolls out the big guns to knock him over. Here we have The Geraldton Guardian—“Blayney: Time 
to go, Rob”! It has rolled out the member for Geraldton. There he is nodding over there. It is the most action I 
have seen out of him in a long time—he is nodding! He is actually alive. He is out there trying to knock over the 
member for Hillarys. My experience of the member for Hillarys is that he is actually pretty hard to knock over. 
Woe betide the member for Geraldton if he keeps that up because I know the member for Hillarys has a good 
and long memory! 

We saw the honesty of the member for Hillarys as opposed to the dishonesty of the Premier. The Premier was 
dishonest in the election campaign. He was dishonest to the people of Western Australia. The people of Western 
Australia, as the member for Hillarys said — 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you cannot say that the Premier is personally dishonest. Can you 
withdraw that, please.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier broke the promises he made to the people of — 
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The SPEAKER: Will you withdraw that, please? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I thought I did; I am sorry, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: No, you did not. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I withdraw, Mr Speaker.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier broke the promises upon which he was elected at the state election, which is 
what this motion says exactly. One of the most significant promises was the rail projects in Perth to ease the 
congestion crisis with which we are all familiar—the Metro Area Express light rail, the airport rail and, I might 
add, the BRT, the bus rapid transit project to Ellenbrook. I will especially focus on the MAX light rail system, 
because that was a big deal for the people who live in the northern suburbs of Perth. The government 
campaigned on that promise to the people of the state. I therefore stood in this place yesterday and asked the 
Premier whether it would flip sideways again and whether he would delay it again. The Premier replied, “Will 
the sun come up tomorrow?” My reading of that is that the Premier acknowledged that it could very well go 
sideways again. According to the Premier’s own logic, delaying the project is not a broken promise; he can delay 
it as long as he likes and it is not a broken promise. That is what he says. He says, “Oh, we’re going to build it. 
Yes, don’t worry, we’ll get on and build it. That’s not a broken promise.” According to that logic, in the year 
2030 he might get on and build it in some future government. According to the Premier’s logic that is not a 
broken promise. It is a broken promise, and the people of Western Australia know that a $1.9 billion 
commitment, one of the biggest commitments made by the government in the lead-up to the election that won it 
seats in the northern suburbs of Perth, has moved sideways at least four years, and we know that no financial 
decision to proceed with this project will be made until after the next election. 

Let us have a look at the commitments by the government. I have been looking forward to talking about this. We 
heard about this in the midyear review back on 17 December and we have not had any real opportunity before 
now to raise it in this place. I acknowledge that it is a pity that the Minister for Transport is not in the chamber 
today to listen to this debate on this motion and to participate, but this was our first real opportunity to raise in 
the house this fundamental broken promise. I do not blame the Minister for Transport and Treasurer for this 
broken promise. I blame the Premier because, as Harry Truman said, “The buck stops here!” The buck stops with 
the Premier. He was the one who authorised these commitments. He was the one who authorised the time frame 
around these commitments. It was no-one else. It was the Premier. Now this commitment and this broken 
promise is his broken promise to the people of the northern suburbs of Perth, and indeed to the people who 
believed him and his time frame around the airport rail, and indeed to the people of Ellenbrook who believed 
him when they were told twice about an Ellenbrook rail line and an Ellenbrook bus transport system. 

Let us have a look at this issue. Going back to 2 September 2012, an article in The Sunday Times is headed 
“Light Fantastic”. It is quite a clever headline. The article said that the government would build this 22-kilometre 
rail network to link the city to Mirrabooka, out to Victoria Park and across to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. The 
article secured the front page of The Sunday Times with lovely maps of that firm commitment. The Premier 
secured the front page of The Sunday Times a lot actually with promises that he now breaks. This article quotes 
various people including the Premier himself saying that the rail will be running within six years under the plans. 
All these things were said back in 2012 in the lead-up to the state election. 

What did we then see? We then saw during the course of the election campaign all the advertisements and 
material from the government both publicly funded and funded by the Liberal Party. We saw the Bigger Picture 
campaign featuring the MAX light rail—one of the projects taxpayers had to pay for—advertising the Premier’s 
election promises. Then we saw government members’ own advertisements and material. I have one with me 
from the member for Morley on his “Real Plan” for Western Australia that says it is fully funded and fully 
costed with the phrase “MAX light rail” all over it. A number of other members I could name were out there in 
the community advertising this material as the Premier’s firm commitment to the people of Western Australia. 
Indeed, I will quote the policy document so that the Premier knows what the Liberal Party said before the state 
election — 

A Liberal Government, if re-elected, will maintain its nation-leading infrastructure program by building 
the Metro Area Express (MAX), a new light rail system connecting Mirrabooka with the CBD and 
across to Nedlands and Victoria Park, with commuters able to use the new rail by 2018. 

That is the end of the quote. There is no qualification. There is nothing about the need for engineering studies, 
the need to resume land or any of those other things. It is there in black and white, advertised all over the place 
by local candidates. People read this material, they saw it online and they saw it on the publicly funded Bigger 
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Picture campaign. Many people would have believed the government in the lead-up to the election. People voted 
on the basis of all those things out there—the material in The Sunday Times, the material the government 
advertised and all the publicly funded stuff on the Bigger Picture campaign put in people’s letterboxes. And 
stamped on all of that material was the sign “Fully Funded Fully Costed”. 

I reckon even “Steven Sealberg” could work out that this was what the government promised and this was what 
it was committed to. I am sure even “Steven Sealberg” would now be shocked to know that everything the 
government said was untrue and that the time frame was incorrect. Now we look at the excuses that are rolling 
out everywhere. This is what the Premier had to say in December last year about the excuses for the failure to 
deliver. He said that the government had fallen into the trap of being too specific in its promises. That is the 
Premier’s excuse. Let us remember that this was the government that had the support of the state’s bureaucracy 
and all the assets of government to prepare these plans in the lead-up to the state election, and it is now saying 
that it was too specific. I think government members knew that this project had significant land resumption 
issues, significant issues about crowding out traffic and significant issues about its exact location and how it 
would get into the city, across to Victoria Park and out to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. I think they knew all of 
those things and what they did in the election campaign, as they did on so many issues, was ignore the truth, 
ignore the achievability and went and said it anyway. To me that is deceitful and dishonest. 
The SPEAKER: Sorry? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I did not accuse the Premier of it, Mr Speaker. I said “they”. 

The SPEAKER: Just mind your language, please, Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: One excuse is that the government said it was all too specific before the election, as 
though somehow it did not have the resources of government to create the promises. The other excuse is that 
financial circumstances have changed, so how can it possibly do it? If we look at the midyear review and go 
back to the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement released in February a year ago, we find that financial 
circumstances have changed because the government has $511 million more revenue over the forward estimates. 
The financial circumstances have changed and that has given the government more money. The Premier’s 
excuses are timid and hopeless; they are flimsy and do not hold water. The people of Western Australia were 
sold a pup in the lead-up to the state election, particularly in relation to the MAX light rail plan in the northern 
suburbs. I know what the Premier will do: he will stand and huff and puff and say, “We’re going to build it”, like 
he does, but the truth of the matter is that the Premier did not tell the truth before the state election. This 
document and these plans were untrue, and that is what the Premier has to explain because when he stands and 
says, “We’ll build it after the next election”, why would people believe him? I would not believe him. If I lived 
in Mt Lawley, Balcatta, Mirrabooka, West Swan or any of those areas, I would not believe the Premier. If I lived 
in Nedlands or Victoria Park, I would say, “Hold on; all this material appeared in our letterbox in the last 
election. Why would we believe him now?” He was dishonest, the government was dishonest before the last 
election — 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The government was dishonest before the last election, so why would we believe it is 
going to be honest after the next one? I might add that it is very convenient, is it not, that the Government Mid-
year Financial Projections Statement delayed any decision on this until after the next election? The Premier can 
promise it, but no final decision, according to his own government’s documents, will be made until after the next 
election. The last election campaign was heavily fought on public transport promises, and what we see from the 
government is a walking away from the promises the Premier made—MAX light rail, and the time frame, at 
least, for the airport rail. We are now seeing the Minister for Transport out there saying, “We might just build a 
12-kilometre tunnel out to the airport”, and as the Premier said, “Did you know we have to cross a river?” We 
have known since 1829 that we might have to cross a river in that area, as far as this Parliament is aware! But for 
every single promise the government has excuses; it breaks them. As I said before, there is only one member of 
the government who is honest—the member for Hillarys. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.02 pm]: The chaos and mismanagement of this government is best 
demonstrated by its public transport plans and what it is doing around the area. Does anyone remember the 2011 
public transport master plan of this government? Does anyone remember that 20-year vision released in 2011 of 
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the projects that were going to be developed? I will just remind the government of its own public transport plan 
that was released in 2011 — 

The introduction of light rail, development of bus rapid transit services and extension of the rail line to 
Yanchep are the State Government’s priority projects to meet Perth’s … 

Rapidly growing population. Do members remember that 2011 plan? A lot of consultation and work went into it, 
and what has happened to that plan now? It does not exist. The government did all this work to develop a plan 
for our public transport needs for the next 20 years, and it has disappeared in the chaos and confusion of this 
government getting together some ideas before the last election. The MAX light rail; it had the name and 
animation before it had the route! The government went out there and told people where it was going to go, but it 
still did not actually know where it was going to go. The light rail was going to go down Hay Street mall—do 
members remember that? There were going to be two light rail lines running alongside each other in Hay Street 
mall. That is one of the stupidest ideas I have ever heard from this government. 
In the 2011 master plan three projects were the priority: a light rail; the Yanchep extension; and an Ellenbrook 
bus rapid transit. They have now completely disappeared as the government hastily put together its election 
commitments before the last election. In five and a half years this government has not even completed 
eight kilometres of train track; in six years Labor built 80 kilometres of train track! And this government is still 
working on that train line to Butler! I am sure they will get there soon, member for Butler! 
Mr J.R. Quigley: They must do, because they’ve cancelled one of the stations. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The government has been building one train line extension to Butler for five and a half years 
and it is still not finished. In six years the Labor Party built 80 kilometres of train track. This public transport 
plan, with all its consultation and after being launched by the Minister for Transport, does not now exist. 
Remember the Ellenbrook BRT? We all know the government had the signs and animation ready. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: We’ve seen all that. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We have seen that. I have to refer to some of the pamphlets of the member for Swan Hills 
because they always provide excellent material. This pamphlet, released in November 2012, refers to 
infrastructure projects underway in Swan Hills and states that the rapid bus transit to Ellenbrook was underway 
back in 2012. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: And there was the MAX light rail—a key election promise. I remember when the Minister 
for Transport stood there in February to announce the timetable and funding for it during the election campaign. 
I remember seeing all those very happy faces: the member for Morley was excited, the now member for Perth 
was excited, Mr Speaker was there looking excited, as were the Liberal candidates for Mirrabooka, West Swan 
and, as I recall, Girrawheen. They were very excited and very proud and they went out and told everybody. They 
told everybody that light rail would be coming soon, and that by 2018 commuters would be able to use the new 
MAX light rail system. That information was sent to everybody, particularly the people in the seat of Morley. 
They were told that under a Barnett Liberal government construction of the MAX network will begin in 2016, 
with commuters able to use the new service by 2018, and that only Colin Barnett and the Liberal Party would 
deliver a MAX light rail system by 2018. As said, I have a dog called Max—that is the only Max that will exist 
under this Liberal government! He is the only Max I or anyone in this place will ever see! These guys just cannot 
be trusted to deliver their election commitments. On public transport particularly they have been a joke, creating 
congestion in our suburbs and making it harder for families to go about their lives and harder for business. They 
have been breaking promises, delaying overpasses and cancelling public transport projects. They are absolutely 
dysfunctional, and public transport is one of the key failings of this government. Next time around, or ever again, 
I do not believe people will trust this government. They have seen what it has done: it has broken nearly every 
promise it ever made on public transport. Last time only a few people really got to see the Premier’s true colours; 
this time it will be very different. 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [3.08 pm]: I want to reiterate what I have said in this house before: that the 
people of the Mirrabooka electorate have the right to feel betrayed by the Barnett government breaking its 
promise to deliver on the MAX light rail by 2018. Clearly, my view is that they would have been better served 
by putting their faith in the Labor Party to deliver heavy rail along the Reid Highway and a better option for the 
community, and because Liberal governments have a history of all promises and no delivery when it comes to 
rail. For the people of Mirrabooka it appears that the special attention paid to them with press conferences and 
photo opportunities in the local community halls and in front of the Mirrabooka bus station were a fraud, because 
it is clear that the government knew, or had the capacity to know, that it could not deliver the light rail to 
Mirrabooka by 2018. 
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Premier Barnett put on record yesterday in question time that the timetable was unrealistic, and that he did not 
rule out further delays to a project that is full of promise but without delivery. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I did not say that. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: No, but the Premier did not rule it out. The Premier did not say that, but he did not rule it 
out. 

That is, in my view, a broken promise. What is worse than that is the deception of this government in its 
promises at the last election. Those promises have resulted in a great disadvantage for the community amenity in 
Mirrabooka through the delays in projects to revitalise the city centre. That is what I want to talk about. 

When the government announced the MAX light rail and said it would roll on into Mirrabooka, commencing in 
2016 and operating by 2018, the Public Transport Authority and the Department of Planning put a halt to the 
progress of stage 3 of the Mirrabooka city centre redevelopment and revitalisation. Not only has this government 
not delivered on a commitment to the people of Mirrabooka, but also it has delayed urgent upgrade work in the 
area for two years. The link road from Milldale Way to Sudbury Place to join the Mirrabooka city centre with 
other major roads, which will facilitate business growth in the area, has been delayed because the Public 
Transport Authority wanted to ensure that the road would have the capacity for a light rail. It is a significant 
delay that now looks futile as this government will not deliver on its promise to deliver that light rail by 2018. 

This issue is not just about a commitment to light rail, but the promise to deliver it by 2018. That is part and 
parcel of the compact with the community that voted for the government on this issue. It is clear from the 
Premier’s answer to the Leader of the Opposition in yesterday’s question time that the fully costed, fully funded 
promise was for the purpose of winning the vote, not delivering the project. Further, the Premier confirmed 
yesterday that he did not make any representation to the incoming federal government to pursue the $500 million 
of promised federal funding for the Metro Area Express project with the government’s Liberal colleagues in 
Canberra, and he implied that any future for the project will likely be on the basis of a privatised service—a 
lesser service than everyone else enjoys. 

Local business and local government stand with the community in their frustration as they witness the derelict 
government land that sits idle in a time of urgent housing need because the local planning scheme had to be 
changed to make provision for the light rail. A real estate market analysis for the area in September 2013 noted 
that recent sales suggested that Mirrabooka was building momentum as a commercial investment location. 
However, in saying that, he noted—this is the CBRE investment sales negotiator—that the natural advantage 
was because access would be further enhanced by the proposed MAX network, which would provide a direct 
transport link between Mirrabooka and the CBD. If a company had gone out and promoted structural change that 
resulted in increased shares and then said, “Sorry; we didn’t realise how complex it is and we’re not sure how we 
can do it and when”, it would be hauled before the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority, but this 
government can increase community, business and property owners’ expectations and then just walk away from 
it. Indeed, the Department of Housing indicated prior to the light rail consideration that it was ready to develop 
its substantial landholdings in Mirrabooka, but everything was put on hold. 

This delay was evident in the City of Stirling ordinary council meeting on 23 April 2013, when the local 
planning policy for the area adopted in 2010—so, planning for 2010—was altered again in 2013 to assist with 
development opportunities for strategic private and public land parcels associated with the future light rail. There 
was a delay of three years in development in the area because of the light rail. We now have high-density zoning 
for eight storeys that does not have the transport infrastructure to support it. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.12 pm]: One year on, the Labor Party tries again to re-run the 
2013 election. I remind members opposite that in 2008 they did not think they would lose the election, and they 
lost 10 seats. In 2013, they lost a further six seats. I think the public knew something about them. They lost 16 
seats across two elections. They should accept the reality: they were done over in the election, the public voted 
strongly against them, and they recorded the lowest vote for the Labor Party in 90 years. They will not progress 
as a political party until they accept the reality of those two election results. Try as they might, they cannot 
rewrite history and they cannot re-run the election. 

During the first term of the Liberal–National government, the most significant area of extra commitment in terms 
of policy, funding and action was in health. My colleague on my right will go down in history as the greatest 
health minister in this state—he will—because he has led the rebuilding of our public hospital system in regional 
Western Australia and in the metropolitan area. That will be the history, and members opposite will not be able 
to claim anything else because that is the way it happened. 
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Well before the last state election—probably six or nine months before—I made it very clear in several 
interviews that if re-elected for a second term, the extra area of effort by a Liberal–National government would 
be in the area of transport—private transport, the road system and public transport. I made that clear well before 
the election, and that is what we are doing. 

I will address some of the points raised in the motion. I am apparently to be condemned again, but MAX light 
rail, airport rail and the Ellenbrook bus rapid transit system are mentioned. I will deal with the third one first. In 
the election we did not commit to the Ellenbrook bus rapid transit system. Clearly, during the election campaign 
I was asked whether we were committing to that, and I said no, as did the transport minister. We did not commit 
to that. So that is off the agenda. 

Transport is clearly important. The population is growing and there is congestion. There are issues. Perth is 
becoming a big city. To the best of my memory, only one member opposite has ever come to see me to raise an 
issue about transport, and that is the member for Butler. After the 2008 election—perhaps a surprising result—
the member for Butler, whom I have known since school days, came up to me and made the case very strongly 
for an extension of the northern railway through to Butler. He made the case, and I think in our first budget we 
made a commitment to extend the rail. To the best of my recollection, he is the only member of the Labor Party 
who actually bothered to come to the now Premier and make a case for a transport improvement in his area. 
None of the rest of them has ever done it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They have not done it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time; member for Armadale, I call you 
to order for the third time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will come back to the nature of the motion and some of the projects. 

Yes, we have made a decision to defer the MAX light rail by three years for a variety of reasons. Finance has 
been the major one. Also, an enormous amount of development work is required on both the MAX light rail and 
the rail through to the airport and into Forrestfield. We took a decision that we would proceed with the 
Forrestfield rail first—indeed, we are going flat out on doing that—and we deferred the MAX rail. In reality, I 
think it would be very difficult to manage two major urban rail projects, particularly of different forms, given 
that MAX is a light rail and a new transport mode for the Perth metropolitan area, and it is very complicated in 
terms of planning, land acquisition and the like. So, we took the decision — 

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The MAX light rail through the northern suburbs is a very important project, but we took 
the decision that we would not be able to do both of them concurrently because of the complexity and also the 
obvious financial implications. The financial situation has changed. We are proceeding first with the Forrestfield 
project, and then we will proceed with the MAX light rail. The point I make is that both projects will be built, 
and if this government is re-elected, it will deliver both projects through to completion. But the election is three 
years away and there is a lot to be done in the meantime. 

With respect to the MAX light rail, the project definition plan is proceeding, and we expect it to be completed by 
March this year. That will look at concept design, the final alignment, the impact on management of local traffic 
and so on. When that is completed, we will have a far better grasp of the detail, the costing and maybe even the 
timing of the light rail project. The point is that we are continuing with that. It is not going to stop. It is 
complicated. The light rail will go through very developed residential areas. There are a lot of issues to be dealt 
with. 

With respect to the Forrestfield–airport rail, the project development plan for that project, including cost 
estimates and all that goes with that, will also be completed around the middle of this year. Consultations are 
going on now with Perth Airport corporation about how the rail will go through the airport land. Scopes of works 
are being done on the Bayswater station, the airport west station and the Forrestfield station. All that work is 
progressing. That is our priority. Our first priority is the Forrestfield–airport rail line. Our second priority in 
major expenditure is the Metro Area Express light rail. That is what we are doing. We will be judged at the next 
election on where those projects are at, and we are prepared for that. I am confident that we will be seen 
favourably by the electorate in tackling long-overdue and difficult urban rail projects. 
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Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, the planning feasibility legislation for the Forrestfield project should be prepared 
by about the middle of this year. Later in 2014, a formal government decision is planned for commencing 
procurement. The awarding of the contract will follow, as will the detailed design and construction. By 2020, we 
hope the trains will be running through to Forrestfield. 

A new major rail project—which has not been done for quite some time—through those areas takes time. That is 
the truth. As I said in my introduction, we did not commit to the bus rapid transit system to Ellenbrook, and I 
made that very clear during the election campaign. That was not a commitment of the Liberal–National 
government. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was not a commitment. It is quite clear; it is on the public record. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: While we are talking about commitments, is Albany Hospital not fantastic? We should all 
go down to see it. It was promised and promised by Labor. I invite everyone to come down to see it. It is a 
fantastic hospital. 
Mr P.B. Watson: Where’s the gas pipeline, Premier? Two elections! 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. We will come to the gas pipeline another day. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Let me list some of the other projects in transport which this government has completed or 
which are underway or due to begin. As I have said, there is $243 million for 66 new railcars, which are being 
progressively delivered; $46 million for replacement buses, and, indeed, some of the new buses are fantastic; 
$240.7 million for the Joondalup train line to Butler; $300 million for the Perth City Link component, with the 
rail project completed and work now beginning on sinking the bus port; $57 million for a train station at Aubin 
Grove, which the member for Jandakot is very pleased about; $358.6 million as a state contribution for rail and 
bus infrastructure at the Burswood stadium; $47 million for a multistorey car park at Edgewater train station; and 
so on. Do not forget that it was this government that provided free off-peak transport for seniors and carers. The 
record in transport goes on and on. I have another page of what was achieved. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The public of Western Australia will see it appear before their eyes. There are 
interchanges to be built, as well as the extension and widening of the freeways north and south. All of that will 
occur. The public also understands that the government cannot do everything overnight. These are large and 
complicated projects. I can stand here today and say with absolute confidence that, come the time of the 2017 
election, this Liberal–National government will have an outstanding record on public transport and road 
improvements in both metropolitan areas and the country. Members can carry on and chip away — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, you now are on three and a half calls to order. Member for Albany, I 
call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will conclude because many members on this side of the house wish to speak about what 
is happening in their area. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Ridicule, pettiness and trying to rewrite history do not work. Look at the record. 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [3.23 pm]: Indeed, I have a train line. 
Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: I think it is quite humorous that we are being lectured on transport and public transport 
by members opposite. 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr J. NORBERGER: It is a bit better than the member for Mirrabooka. This is the mob that brought us 
Metronet—or spaghetti net. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: It scared the pants off you! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 

The SPEAKER: And you, too, member for Swan Hills — 

Mr J.M. Francis: West Swan. 

The SPEAKER: West Swan—sorry; Swan Hills. I call you to order for the first time, member for Swan Hills. 
Member for Jandakot, I call you for the first time for confusing me for nothing! 

Mr J. NORBERGER: I will tell members whom it did scare. Metronet scared Treasury when it had to cost it. It 
was the only policy that the opposition dared submit for costing. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the second time. Let us make some progress. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: I am getting my exercise doing squats! 

The opposition submitted the policy and it was going to be $3.8 billion. What did it come back at? It was 
$5.2 billion, and that is being generous. That assumed that the opposition did not duplicate the rail line from 
Bassendean onwards, so it was really going to be $6.4 billion. If that is the only policy that these guys submitted, 
I would hate to see the cost of the rest of their policies. They are not off to a good start. If there is any doubt 
amongst members opposite why they got such a drubbing in the northern suburbs and why I have the privilege to 
stand in this chamber representing Joondalup, I will tell them why — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J. NORBERGER: When it comes to transport and public transport, this Liberal–National government gets 
on with the job and gets some results. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: Pay attention. I know members opposite do not like to hear this, but hang in there. We 
spent $30 million widening the Mitchell Freeway from Hepburn Avenue to Hodges Drive. That benefited the 
people of the northern suburbs. That is transport. The problem with these guys opposite is that they look at it all 
in a silo; they do not look at it as an overall package. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: There was $57 million for the Mitchell Freeway widening from the tunnel to 
Hutton Street; $320 million for the Mitchell Freeway extension from Burns Beach Road to Hester Avenue, 
which is underway as we speak; $241 million for the extension of the Joondalup rail line to Butler by late 2014, 
so that should be up and running this year; and $243 million for 66 new railcars, which is a 28 per cent increase 
in the railcar fleet from 234 to 300 railcars. I know that members opposite do not like to hear this, but this is a 
Liberal–National government in action. These are the results that our constituents are getting. There is a 
$50 million commitment to deliver 3 000 additional car parking bays along the Joondalup–Mandurah line. To 
date, we have exceeded that target; we have delivered 3 971 car bays to date. 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: We have $47 million going into the Edgewater multistorey car park, which will give us 
560 extra bays, taking it from 886 to 1 450. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Forrestfield, I call you to 
order for the first time. I want to hear the member for Joondalup in silence. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: I will tell members who did not support the multistorey car park in Joondalup. It was the 
former member for Joondalup. The former member for Joondalup did not want extra car parking in Joondalup. 
Do members know who else did not support it? 
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Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells, I call you to order for the first time. This is becoming tiresome. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: You are telling me, Mr Speaker; I am the one with lactic acid in my legs! 

The other person who did not support it was Hon Ken Travers, the opposition spokesperson on transport. He is a 
North Metropolitan Region member of the Legislative Council and he did not support additional car parking at 
the Edgewater train station. Why was that? And members opposite wonder why they got the result that they did 
at the election.  

Several members interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr P.T. MILES: Mr Speaker, you have asked for members opposite to be silent so that we can hear the member 
for Joondalup. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the third time. If you shout out again today, you 
will be asked to leave the chamber. Member, please continue with your point of order. 

Mr P.T. MILES: Mr Speaker, you have asked for members opposite to be quiet. Also, the member for West 
Swan has accused the member for Joondalup of lying, and I ask you to ask her to withdraw. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Mr Speaker, further to that point of order, I clearly heard the member for West Swan. She 
was referring to the body corporate that is the Liberal Party. She was referring to the group that is the Liberal 
Party and was talking about Liberal lies. She made no reference to an individual. 

The SPEAKER: I never heard that comment, so we will now continue. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr J. NORBERGER: I will tell members what the constituents of Joondalup are waiting on. They are waiting 
on the Labor promise for a special events train station at Arena Joondalup. Whatever happened to that? That 
never eventuated. We are delivering on what we said we will do for the northern suburbs. I can tell members 
opposite right now that they are still waiting for that train station. It has not materialised. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Warnbro, I do not 
want to hear you shout out again. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: This Liberal–National government can stand proud on what we are delivering for the 
people of the northern suburbs. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr J. NORBERGER: We are delivering critical infrastructure in roads and freeways, train line extensions, 
additional railcars, and additional parking at train stations; the list goes on. Members opposite do not want to talk 
about that. In fact, they come in here and they rattle on. They cannot even intrigue the press gallery any more. 
This might be only my first year in this place, but last year when members opposite moved an MPI they would 
get a smattering of the press gallery paying attention to them. Joe Spagnolo was up in the gallery for five 
minutes, and he yawned and decided to go to the cafeteria and have lunch. Members opposite are out of touch 
with the electorate. We are getting on with the job. We are delivering results. As the Premier said, 2017 is a little 
while away. Just wait and be patient and see what is delivered, and we will compare that with what the Labor 
Party took to the election, which was a budget blowout before they even got underway. 

MR N.W. MORTON (Forrestfield) [3.33 pm]: I rise to make a small contribution to this matter of public 
interest debate today. I will start by saying $5.2 billion. During the caretaker conventions during the election in 
2013, Treasury estimated the Labor “rail fail” at $5.2 billion. I am dying to hear which programs worth 
$5.2 billion—that is a lot of zeros—the Labor Party would have gutted had it won the election. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Mr N.W. MORTON: I look forward, member for Bassendean, to a detailed list of programs equating to 
$5.2 billion that members opposite would have gutted from programs and projects across this state. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not want a debate between the member for Forrestfield and the member for Bassendean. 
Make your comments through the Chair, please, member for Forrestfield. 

Mr N.W. MORTON: This MPI is yet another example of a one-trick, populist, Labor Party pony, under the 
shabby leadership of the member for Rockingham. I will tell members opposite what this Liberal–National 
government is delivering. My colleague the member for Joondalup highlighted a number of projects that have 
already been delivered by this Liberal–National government. Those projects equate to more than $740 million. 
That is a lot of investment in road and public transport infrastructure. 

As I look around my neck of the woods, I see several projects either underway or about to get underway. These 
projects will transform public transport in the eastern suburbs. This is a continued demonstration of this Liberal–
National government’s commitment to the eastern corridor of Perth. I refer to the $1 billion Gateway WA 
project, which is transforming the eastern suburbs road network. Obviously, many members opposite do not 
travel out that way, because I hear the squeals that are coming from them. This is already transforming the way 
we do business in the eastern suburbs. 

Further to that, as the Premier outlined in his contribution to this debate, we have the Forrestfield–airport rail 
link. This is an approximately $2 billion public transport project that will connect my electorate and surrounding 
suburbs to the central business district in approximately 20 minutes. Other members may take that for granted in 
their suburbs and their electorates, but I can tell members that due to the geographic nature of, and some of the 
infrastructure that exists in, my part of the world, we have not been afforded those opportunities in the past. This 
project, and this Liberal–National government, will deliver those opportunities to the people of the eastern 
suburbs—namely in my electorate of Forrestfield. This will provide further opportunities and alternatives for the 
large number of fly in, fly out workers who reside in my electorate. It will reduce congestion on the arterial roads 
that lead into the CBD. As I outlined last week in my response to the Premier’s Statement, Elizabeth Quay and 
the new Perth Stadium will change how people connect to their city. 

I will move on. The Berkshire Road–Roe Highway intersection in my electorate is currently unaligned. That 
intersection is very heavily used by large trucks and other vehicles. This Liberal–National government has 
committed funding to that project and this Liberal–National government will deliver that project. That project 
will improve the road system network out my way, for the benefit of all road users who transit through that area. 

I will continue with other projects. Obviously, I am conscious of the fact that some of my colleagues wish to 
make a contribution to this debate. We have had the sinking of the rail line in Perth; the sinking of the 
Wellington Street busport is underway; the train line is being extended to Butler; Mitchell Freeway is being 
extended to Hester Avenue; we have put new railcars and new buses on congested routes; there is $844 million 
in the forward estimates for the Perth–Darwin highway; and money has been committed to regional highway 
upgrades. There is also my favourite, about which we heard negative commentary from members opposite, and 
that was the widening of the Graham Farmer Freeway tunnel from two lanes to three. Of course, the tunnel was 
going to cave in and hellfire and brimstone would follow. I transit through there regularly, and I do so quite 
easily. It is a fantastic project. That is another project that, despite the naysayers, has been delivered by this 
Liberal–National government. 

In closing, members opposite should wrap themselves up in their negativity and crawl back into the cave from 
whence they have come. We will continue to get on with governing and delivering real outcomes in public 
transport infrastructure for the people of Western Australia. 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [3.38 pm]: I rise to oppose this matter of public interest motion. I refer to the 
$5.2 billion that the member for Forrestfield has just spoken about. The question is at what expense to the 
Western Australian public — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the third time. If you shout out again, you will 
be asked to leave. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: I believe that Elizabeth Quay is one of the projects that would have been slashed by the 
Labor Party. We heard well and truly before the election on 9 March that members opposite wanted to water 
down that project. They were looking at turning it into a Hillarys Boat Harbour of some sort. They failed to 
recognise that the electorate of Perth is a capital city electorate, and a capital city deserves a project to match its 
capital city status. So I say proudly that Elizabeth Quay, which is a $2.6 billion project to reconnect our city to 
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the river, is going ahead to its full extent. That does please the members of the Perth electorate and the Western 
Australian people at large. 

Elizabeth Quay is one of the most publicly accessible parts of the metropolitan area, with bus and rail 
connections, CAT buses, ferries, and cycling and pedestrian networks. Planning for the area has prioritised 
public transport, as well as walking and cycling. To have a true connection to the river, the traffic must be 
diverted. We hear members opposite talking about fibs and untruths. One of the greatest untruths that came from 
members opposite was that our city would come to a standstill if Elizabeth Quay was to divert the traffic. 

Point of Order 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I thought this motion was about MAX light rail. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, if we look at what this is about, we see that it is the public transport broken 
promises, including MAX light rail, airport rail and Ellenbrook, so if you could just stick to transport matters. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: I am getting to that, thank you. I am just setting the scene for the argument. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms E. EVANGEL: As at 28 January, the city was to come to a standstill because our public — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: You carry on, member for Perth. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: Would it be possible, Mr Speaker, to request your protection? 

The SPEAKER: Carry on, member for Perth. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: I repeat again that as at 28 January, traffic has been diverted and the city has not come to a 
standstill. The fibs and untruths from the other side are completely misleading to the Western Australian public. I 
highlight that intensive and detailed traffic modelling has been done in every single city project and we have 
made tremendous investments in this area. Of course, the MAX light rail has been delayed by three years, but 
work is still being undertaken in the process. It is important that we get this right and that we get the network and 
routes right. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle, I do not want to hear from you again. I call you to order for the first 
time. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: I will move on and briefly highlight the importance of the different forms of public transport 
in which this government has invested, as well as cycling pathways. I congratulate the Town of Vincent, which 
announced in an article in today’s paper that it has made a $2.5 million investment in cycleways. That is 
supported by state government with all our cycling networks. We also heard mentioned the increase to three 
traffic lanes in the Graham Farmer Freeway tunnel. There were fibs and untruths and scare tactics by members 
opposite that it would not work. It has been working; I use it every day—two to three times a day on most 
occasions—and we have not seen a standstill or blockages. In fact, it flows quite smoothly. I must admit that I 
fell victim to the scare tactics of members opposite. I even questioned whether it would work. We heard all these 
horrible nightmare stories being told. It was really troubling me, I must admit. I feel silly now, but I had my 
doubts, so much so that I rang a very close family friend and former Governor, Mr Ken Michael. I had a really 
detailed discussion over the phone about this. He quite simply told me that the tunnel was always built to be 
three lanes. We are using it to its maximum capacity; that was indeed the intention of it as of day one. The 
investment that this Liberal–National government is putting into the major projects in the city is attracting 
tremendous residential growth, with people moving from not only the outer suburbs, but also interstate and 
overseas. We are the fastest growing city in the nation. It is only to be expected that traffic will increase. 
Widening the freeways, increasing the number of lanes in the tunnel, diverting the traffic and turning William 
Street back into a bi-directional road are all investments that are — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right! Member for Perth. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: These are all investments that are improving the traffic flows within our city and making 
this capital city a place of extraordinary significance. We heard the member for Forrestfield mention the sinking 
of the 40-year-old Wellington Street bus station. It would be remiss of me not to mention the commencement of 
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the demolition of the Wellington Street bus station. These works all fall within the second stage of the Perth City 
Link project and will give way to a state-of-the-art underground bus port, which was recently commenced. 
Perhaps this will be the most technically advanced bus port in the country. We as a Liberal–National government 
should stand very tall and proud on this. Putting this transport infrastructure underground will connect the CBD 
to the heart of Northbridge. A 100-year dream is being delivered by this Liberal–National government; we can 
all stand proud. It will also feature dynamic stand allocation technology similar to an airport departure gate 
system. This technology monitors bus arrivals and allocates departures to waiting passengers. I am aware of time 
ticking away, so I will conclude. In short, this Liberal–National government holds public transport as a very 
significant part of its charter and I look forward to working with the government to achieve the best outcomes for 
the MAX rail network, which will be delivered in due course. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.47 pm]: If I can return to the motion, it is too right that we want to re-run 
the election campaign, because there is no link between what the Premier promised during that campaign and 
what he is delivering in government. I want to address a few things. I am quite curious that the Premier said that 
the Labor Party was done over during the election when it was the people of Western Australia who were done 
over. The people of Perth and the people of Forrestfield were done over. Not once did I hear the member for 
Forrestfield or the member for Perth reflect on the fact that their electorates were done over. I heard nothing. 
Members should have the audacity to stand up for their electorates if they are going to come in here and 
pontificate about the rubbish that they think is being done by government. The government did not commit to the 
bus rapid transit system. I think the Premier may need some help. Not only did he not commit to it, but also the 
member for Swan Hills said that it was being done at the time. He was shown in a picture with none other than 
the Minister for Transport—a guy we would have thought would know whether a transport project is being done. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: He says that he never committed to it, but I am curious about what the media statement from 
the Minister for Transport stated on 7 August — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: August! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is from 2012, in the lead-up to the election, and states — 

The BRT system will provide improved journey times, enhanced bus stops/stations and strategically-
located park and ride facilities ... 

That is the facility that the government did not commit to do—the one that the transport minister — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Was it an election commitment? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I do not care. There is no need to reference an election commitment. The Premier will sit 
there and make things up; he is losing it! The Premier then makes the point that there was a difficulty in doing 
two projects—MAX light rail and the airport line—at the same time: “Sorry, it’s a bit more complicated than 
what we thought.” It was fully funded and fully costed. When we say “fully costed”, it means we have done the 
work and thought about where the route will go. Will it have to go over a river? The transport minister now asks 
whether it will have to go under the river for 12 kilometres. When we say “fully costed”, it means we have done 
the work. That is the credibility that the Premier gave to his election commitments. The government cannot 
simply make the point after the election that it was all a bit hard to do both promises at once, despite the fact that 
that is what it committed to. 

The only financial situation that has changed is that revenue has gone up since the Liberal Party made those 
election promises. That is the reality. If members opposite are going to make those promises to the people of 
Western Australia, they have to deliver. Too right we are going to keep running the election campaign, because 
that result was built around a dramatic Liberal lie—fully funded and fully costed! I want to see members on the 
back bench stand up for their punters who are being done over. They should come in here and critique the 
government on what was promised to voters and what the government has delivered, because they are two very 
different things. The government should not think for a minute that it will get away with it. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove) [3.49 pm]: I would like to add to this matter of public interest. The 
government has been very ambitious in everything it wants to do for this great state, and it does not hide from 
the fact that it is ambitious in everything it wants to do. As a parent of two young adults and one child, I always 
teach my children to reach for the stars. If they hit the moon, they have not failed. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I would like to hear the member for Alfred Cove in silence. 
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Mr D.C. NALDER: If we are to critique this government, we must assess what is being achieved at the same 
time. The list is enormous. As members have heard from the Premier and various other speakers, enormous 
things have been delivered for this state and we should be very proud of those deliveries. In contrast, what did 
we see during the Labor government years? 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
Suspension of Member 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I have called you to order three times. That is the fourth time. Under 
standing order 48, I ask you to leave the chamber. 
[The member for West Swan left the chamber.] 

Debate Resumed 
Mr D.C. NALDER: In contrast, what did we see delivered by the Labor government during the Labor years? 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I will acknowledge that it delivered the rail to Mandurah—a Liberal commitment that it 
delivered! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I acknowledge the former Labor government delivered it. I will keep speaking because I 
am going to run out of time. The difficulty is that this economic boom did not start in 2008 when this Liberal 
government was established. What did the former Labor government do? 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Butler. I call you to order; I think it is the second time. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: It is the second. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you for the help, member for Butler. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: As the general manager of an ANZ bank from 2004 to 2008, I can assure members that this 
economic boom was well underway. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: How many branches did you close? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I was just asked about branches. What the member for Bassendean would like to know is 
we actually opened 14 new branches in Perth during those four years. I can also tell members that — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Willagee. I call you to order for the second time. It looks like 
somebody else is going to have a rest. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We also tripled the number of ATMs around Perth. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (14) 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr P. Papalia Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr M.P. Murray Mr C.J. Tallentire  

Noes (31) 
Mr P. Abetz Ms M.J. Davies Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr C.J. Barnett Ms W.M. Duncan Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.C. Blayney Ms E. Evangel Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr V.A. Catania Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell  

            

Pairs 
 Ms J. Farrer Mr B.J. Grylls 
 Mr W.J. Johnston Dr M.D. Nahan 
 Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr T.K. Waldron 
 Mr P.C. Tinley Dr G.G. Jacobs 
 Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.R. Buswell 
 Mr P.B. Watson Mr R.F. Johnson 
Question thus negatived. 
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